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Can questions relating to religion be decided by majority
opinion in a municipality or any other public body? Suppose
Hindu, Muslim and Parsi members together pass a resolution by
a majority vote that Antyaja children be admitted to Hindu schools.
Suppose, further, that the resolution would have been rejected if
the votes of only the Hindu members had been taken. In such
circumstances, can the resolution passed in the manner stated above
be considered proper? I do not think so. Moreover, the passing
of such a resolution would arrest the progress of the reform itself.
Can social reform among the Hindus be brought about by the votes
of men following other faiths? A large number among the Hindus
should themselves realize that the practice of untouchability ds a
sin. The opinion of others does not count in this matter. This
should be accepted as self-evident.

Likewise, a public body whose members follow different faiths
cannot take a decision by a majority vote on the question whether
or not the Muslims should spare the cow. Only the Muslims can
decide the issue by a majority vote. As the hearts of Hindus and
Muslims are embittered, even a question that has nothing to do
with religion has come to be regarded as a religious issue. It should
not require the authority of holy books to ensure that calves are not
slaughtered. No religion can oppose, or opposes, such an economic
proposition. But sensitive and suspicious Muslim minds fear that,
if they yield to the extent of a finger, they may have to yield up
to the elbow.1 Hence, if I were a member of a municipality,
though I regard myself as a pure Hindu, look for the minutest in-
junctions of Hinduism and wish to follow them scrupulously, and
though I worship the mother cow and stand ever ready to lay
down my life in her service^ I should not like to vote in favour of
saving tjie calf in disregard of the views of our Muslim brethren
until I got the support of a majority of them for the proposition.
-I can . succeed in my aim of saving the cow not by opposing the
Sj but only by winning their hearts. In order to convince
jhat I do not wish to coerce them in this matter, I would
let go even the economic benefits of saving the calf, if
, catry them with me.

f     ^                        * KHADI IN KATHIAWAR

"' "' A-Khadi-using couple from Kutch came to see me. They were
dressed in <fethes of khadi made from yarn spun by themselves,
They were disappointed whei* they went from Kutch to Kathia-
visited Rajkot and otlier .cfcies, they hardly found

1 A Gujarat! saying